21st Century Learner Standards Collaboration Planning Sheet

Grade Level:
7th



Teacher/Team:      Haley/Wilson             
Planning Date:   September 1, 2011
Content area(s):
Language arts/literacy
Unit(s) of Study:    Memoir             



Timeline:  September 19-October 14

	Content Standards/Benchmarks/Indicators: 



	21st Century Learner Standards 

(Type standard, strand, and indicator in rectangles below, e.g., 1.1.1)
Strands 


	1. Inquire, think critically, and gain knowledge.


	2. Draw conclusions, make informed decisions, apply knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge.


	3. Share knowledge and participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society.


	4. Pursue personal and aesthetic growth.



	Skills
	1.1.6, 1.1.8
	2.1.6
	3.1.3, 3.1.4, 3.1.6
	4.1.5, 4.1.8

	Dispositions in Action
	
	2.2.4
	
	

	Responsibilities
	1.3.1, 1.3.3, 1.3.5
	
	
	

	Self-Assessment Str.
	
	
	
	


	Learning Activities/Projects:  
-“All about me”:  students will create a poster using at least 5 pictures to tell about themselves, write a caption to help explain.  Students will receive training on how to look up and use pictures from the web and site their sources appropriately

-starting the thinking process, characteristics of a memoir.  Read the three examples of a memoir and explain why they are good examples

-compare and contrast:  “7th Grade” and An American Childhood
read memoirs from the literature book and compare and contrast the two stories using the characteristics of a memoir learned previously
-self reflection:  using the “Who Am I?” chart provided, fill in the boxes with information about you, focus on interesting aspects that you may be able to use in your future memior

-Gathering Ideas:  think of 4 good memoir ideas you could use and fill in the 4 questions.  Choose the best idea and fill in the graphic organizer on the back with details to help you write.

-Memior
	Materials/Resources Needed:  

-pictures (photos or found pictures from internet source), paper, glue, pencils, markers, laptops, color printer (library)

-examples of memoirs worksheet

-notebook paper to create a T-chart and seventh grade literature book

-self reflection graphic organizer

-gathering ideas graphic organizer

-writing paper and/or laptops
	Person(s) Responsible:  
-Librarian

-Language Arts Teacher

-Language Arts Teacher
-Language arts teacher

-Language Arts Teacher

-librarian and language arts teacher


	How will we assess learning?   
Learning will be assessed with a writing rubric for the completed memoir, along with grades taken for the projects leading up to the final product.




Comments/Evaluation of Unit:  

Planning:  As I already co-teach with this teacher as a special educator, that piece, at least, was easy.  We don’t usually plan together because our schedules do not match, so we had to make time for that aspect.  Ms. Haley is very easy going and flexible, so she was very open to planning a lesson involving a librarian and incorporating 21st century learner standards.  One thing that is interesting is that the school where we teach is a magnet for technology, yet technology is rarely used in the language areas classroom, aside from the Smartboard.  I thought it was important to bring some uses of technology into the project, and she didn’t object, although she was not open to the use of blogging just yet.  I am hoping to talk her into using that later in the year.

Teaching:  It was nice to be scheduled into the language arts classroom the entire time that we were teaching the Memiors lessons as usually the librarian could only co-teach some of the classes as they are obviously needed in the library as well.  Ms. Haley and I could help each other with all aspects of the project instead of me only being in there for some of the sections.  The students were very interested in the first project where they were telling about themselves with pictures.  A few really wanted to use actual photos from home, but many were excited to find pictures on the web to use.  We talked about copyrights and why they were important.  I don’t think that kids  realize the importance of siting other’s work.  We had an open discussion about it while looking for pictures on the web and many of the students had created most of their project by the end of the first block.  There are always difficulties with using the team laptops as some students log in as themselves (each student has his or her own log in) but others log in with a generic code and then there is no way to save it, so they must print or lose their work.  That aspect is frustrating.  

Ms. Haley is a wonderful Language Arts teacher, which makes teaching with her very easy.  For some of the graphic organizers and the reading of memoirs from our language arts book we were able to split the class into two small groups and work more closely with the students who needed more help in hopes of them understanding those aspects of a memoir that are important (one memory, not a life story, usually teaches a lesson).  Some of them still didn’t get it, but that is the same with everything!  We have 8 special education kids in that class, not all of whom needed extra help, but those who needed it were able  to work in a small group, come in for extra help from the teachers and also had extended time to complete their memoirs.  

Assessment:  grades were taken on each of the projects when they were turned in, although most were simply weighted as homework grades (5% of overall grade).  The personal memoirs were the final projects and therefore had a formal rubric used for grading and were put in the grade book as summative assessments.  The overall products were a bit disappointing as I don’t think that the students every really grasped the true concept of a memoir, the piece about the author learning something from his or her experience.  Most of the memoirs were about my first day at school or my first dance class without any true moral or learning from the experience.  I think that when we teach this unit again we should incorporate the blogging as well as possibly using pictures to help illustrate the memoir as a way to keep the students more actively involved.  The process of writing becomes mundane to many of the students, especially with the state writing test in 8th grade.  If we give them a new way to do their writing assignments, they may take more time and more pride in the process.

Created by Sherry R. Crow Courtesy Colorado Springs District 11; adapted 2008

Finding Characteristics of a Memoir

	Fly Away Home

By Eve Bunting

Once a little brown bird got into the main terminal and couldn't get out. It fluttered in the high, hollow spaces. It threw itself at the glass, fell panting on the floor, flew to a tall, metal girder, and perched there, exhausted. 

"Don't stop trying," I told it silently. "Don't! You can get out!" 

For days the bird flew around, dragging one wing. 

And then it found the instant when a sliding door was open and slipped through. I watched it rise. Its wing seemed OK. 

"Fly, bird" I whispered. "Fly away home!" 

Though I couldn't hear it, I knew it was singing. 

Nothing made me as happy as that bird. 

	What makes this a good memoir example?

	
	

	
	Strong images/word choice:

	
	


	Thundercake

By Patricia Polocco

On sultry summer days at my grandma’s farm in Michigan, the air gets damp and heavy.  Storm clouds drift low over the fields.  Birds fly close to the ground. The clouds glow for an instant with a sharp, crackling light, and then a roaring, low, tumbling sound of thunder makes the windows shudder in their panes.  The sound used to scare me when I was little.  

I loved to go to Grandma’s house, but I feared Michigan’s summer storms.  I feared the sound of thunder more than anything.
	What makes this a good memoir example?

	
	Strong images/word choice:

	
	


	Rag Coat

By Lauren Mills

Each day I hurried home to see my coat. It was looking like the colors of the fall days -- the yellow-golds of the birch leaves, the silvery grays and purples of the sky, the deep greens of the pines, and the rusty reds of the chimney bricks-- all the colors Papa would have chosen.  I decided to put a piece of his work jacket in there.  It just seemed right.

	What makes this a good memoir example?

	
	

	
	Strong images/word choice:

	
	


The Memoir: Gathering Ideas
	Memoir Idea #1:

What is the story/memory? 

Where & when did it happen? 

How much time does it cover? 

Why is it significant? What did you learn or how did you change? 
	Memoir Idea #2:

What is the story/memory? 

Where & when did it happen? 

How much time does it cover? 

Why is it significant? What did you learn or how did you change?


	Memoir Idea #3:

What is the story/memory? 

Where & when did it happen? 

How much time does it cover? 

Why is it significant? What did you learn or how did you change?
	Memoir Idea #4:

What is the story/memory? 

Where & when did it happen? 

How much time does it cover? 

Why is it significant? What did you learn or how did you change?


The Memoir: Graphic Organizer
	1. Action, Plot, Conflict, Suspense: WHAT happens during this experience? Give a quick summary of the experience in minute-by-minute chunks. If there is a jump in time, indicate that. 

	4. Dialogue: Who talks to who? What is their conversation about? Where and when does the conversation take place? What are they doing while talking? 

	2. Setting: WHERE and WHEN does this experience take place? Describe it using the 5 senses.
	5. Thoughts & Reflection:

	
	Thoughts
What do you think during this event? How do you feel? 
	Reflection 

What do you think later about this event? (This may connect to your significance or theme.) 

	3. Characters: WHO is involved in this experience? Describe yourself AND other characters (age, gender, relationship to you, physical appearance, role in this story, etc.).
	6. Significance & Theme: What did you LEARN from this? How did it CHANGE you? WHY does it matter?


	Class: 7th grade Languae Arts

Project: “All About Me” introduction to personal memoirs

	Skills Tasks:
	 1.Can find appropriate web sites 
	 2. Can paste and correctly cite pictures 
	 3. Can create bibliography
	 4. Can present completed project
	 
	 

	IL Standard Addressed:
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Information Literacy Standards Checklist
Courtesy of Colorado Springs District # 11, Template Created by Sherry R. Crow 2002

Grading rubric:  Personal Memoir
Name ___________________________________

Day ____ Block _______

	
	Progressing (2.5—3)
	Proficient (3.5—4)
	Advanced (4.5—5) 

	Genre 

Characteristics*

(see below)
	The memoir somewhat meets the characteristics of a memoir.
	The memoir meets all the characteristics of a memoir.
	The memoir exceeds all the characteristics of a memoir.



	Significance 

“So What?”
	The memory’s significance is somewhat clear; however its importance to the writer is not significant or the writer only addresses its significance at the end of the memoir.
	The memory’s significance to the writer is clear, meaningful, and is addressed prior to the end of the memoir.
	The memory’s significance to the writer is very clear, represents an important moment, and is highly detailed throughout the course of the memoir.

	Imagery/Word Choice
	The memoir includes few powerful aspects.  The details of the memoir could be stronger with more detail.
	The memoir includes some powerful aspects, but the elements of the memoir are not as strong as possible.

	The memoir includes powerful aspects—words, sentences, images, and so forth.  The elements of the memoir are strong and memorable.

	Conventions
	The writer makes many errors in capitalization, punctuation, spelling, so the memoir is difficult to read.
	The writer makes a few careless errors in capitalization, punctuation, spelling so the memoir is easy to read.
	The writer makes no errors in capitalization, punctuation, spelling, so the memoir is very easy to read.


*Characteristics of Memoir

· A memory; a description of an event from the past

· Written in first person; told from one person’s point of view

· Reveals feelings of the writer

· Has meaning; show what the author learned from the experience

· Focused on one event; about one point in the author’s life

· About the author’s experience more than the event itself. 



Writing Section, “Finding Characteristics of a Memoir”
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