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	Year long, 4 quarters
	Standards/Goals
	Instructional Tools
	Assessment Tools

	
	Students will demonstrate mastery of reading rate for purpose and content 

a.  Students will read clearly and distinctly with expression

8.1.4

Students will read, learn and utilize challenging vocabulary

8.1.5
Students will demonstrate mastery in comprehension of various literary formats.

a.  Identify main idea and supporting details

b.  Draw conclusions

c.  Make inferences and predications

d.  Answer literal, inferential/interpretive, and critical questioning
e.  Evaluate information for relevance and accuracy

8.1.6
Students will identify and classify different types of text and show mastery in writing in multiple genres
a.  Fiction

b.  Nonfiction

c.  Poetry

8.1.6
8.2.2
Students will identify author’s purpose and point of view using a variety of formats.

a.  Analyze how literary form is used to accomplish purpose

b.  Identify implied themes

c.  Compare and contrast works
8.4.1
Students will compare and contrast author’s styles

8.1.6
Students will analyze literary works, non-fiction, or media:

a.  Analyze reflection of author’s personal history, attitudes and/or beliefs

b.  Illustrate understanding of bias

c.  Analyze how history is reflected

d.  Analyze readers prior knowledge and how it affects/influences a reader’s perception

e.  Detect prejudice and stereotyping and recognize and understand their negative impacts

8.3.3

8.3.2
Identify, use and mastery of standard English

a.  Capitalization

b.  Punctuation

c.  Spelling

d. Sentence structure

e. Usage

8.2.1
Students will write in a variety of forms, including narrative, expository, compare/contrast, persuasive and descriptive
8.2.1

	-Classroom novel sets

-Reading textbook

-Daily vocabulary

-Classroom novel sets

-Reading textbook 

-Classroom Novel Sets

-Reading Textbooks
-Classroom Novel Sets

-Reading Textbooks

-Classroom Novel Sets

-Reading Textbook

-Classroom Novel Sets

-Reading Textbook

-Classroom Novel Sets

-Reading Textbooks

-English Textbook

-Notes
-Writer’s workshop

-Notes
	-Textbook instruction

-Read alouds, small group, whole group, one on one with instructor to gage reading level/mastery

-Reading log

- Textbook instruction
-Daily bellwork

-Word Wall assignments

-Novel work

-Group discussions

-Individual writing prompts

-Tests and quizzes

- Textbook instruction

-Poetry unit in text/supplemental texts

-Writing assignments

-Novels, Novel excerpts from textbook 

-Textbook instruction

-Ongoing through the semester:  bellwork, essays, compare and contrast assignments on current and past work

-Tests and quizzes
-Writing Assignments
-Novel units

-Textbook selections

-Tests and quizzes

-Daily response journal assignments

-Bellwork

-Textbook instruction

-Novel work

-Unit on Back History, novel, textbook excerpts, writing assignments, bellwork, vocabulary assignments

-Unit on the Holocaust, textbook work, video responses, KWL chart, bellwork, vocabulary assignments

-Grammar assignments

-Vocabulary work

-Hero Essay

-Daily journal response

-Short story and essays assignments

-Daily journal assignments

-NeSA-Writing prep (short essays, times essays, you pick the topic, teacher assigned topics)




	Special Needs Considerations
	Before ordering any materials, one needs to take into consideration that al student needs will be met, including those with special needs.  

Students in one grade may be reading at very different speeds and understanding levels.  Books and novels need to be ordered with this fact in mind.  ESL and ELL students also need to be considered before materials are ordered.  Some student may excel in reading and they will need to have materials at their level as well in order to meet their needs.

Any DVDs that are ordered or downloaded will need to be approved and have subtitles for those who have a hearing impairment would be beneficial as well.

Text books for the classroom come with a resource manual in order to help them successfully teach the subject, but often times there is no manual for how to teach a novel unit or a subject that may be difficult to teach.  Books that help a teacher reach struggling students would also be a plus.

Any computer software or learning kits should have a variety of activities that will reach those learning at all levels.



	Strength of Materials


	The classroom reading text is a comprehensive literature book with many types of stories, short novel excerpts, essays, and poetry.  The teacher’s edition helps to explain what the students should be learning from the readings, have questions for whole group and small group instruction, as well as sample tests and quiz questions that can be used.  It also comes with a set of CDs that have most of the stories in the book as read alouds, which is wonderful for those who are auditory learners.

The library also contains many books that can be used as supplemental texts and materials, but do not come with a guide or user manual.  There are also many online resources that can be used, along with downloadable videos and audio clips.

There is also a grammar workbook and grammar textbook that is provided for use in the classroom.

	Weakness of Materials
	The library is lacking in the area of writing curriculum, which is a large piece of the 8th grade curriculum due to state testing.  There is currently no writing instruction in place for either classroom use or library access.  Students are exposed to great writing throughout the curriculum, but if the are not given the tools to write well themselves, they will not learn the skills they need to learn to be successful on the test, nor later in life.  Neither the textbook nor the library provides supplementary items on how to teach struggling learners how to write, nor is it addressed well for reading either.


Recommendations List

Books/Audio Books

Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl.  (2000).  Recorded Books.  $37.95 available at amazon.com.  Audio CD.
*Bear, Donald.  (2007). Words Their Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling Instruction, 4th Edition (Book, CD & DVD).   Prentice Hall.  $38.84 available at amazon.com.  ISBN 978-0132239684
Behrmen, Carol H.  (2003). Ready-to-Use Writing Proficiency Lessons & Activities: 8th Grade Level.   Jossey Bass.  $34.95, available at www.wiley.com.  ISBN 978-0-7879-6586-0

*Blevins, Wiley.  (2002). Scholastic Building Fluency: Lessons And Strategies For Reading Success.  Scholastic. $10.46 available at amazon.com.  ISBN 978-0439288385
Creative Teaching Press.  (2004). Power Practice: Traits of Good Writing, Gr. 6-8 Creative Teaching Press.  $14.99 available at amazon.com.  ISBN 978-1591980834
*Edwards, Pamela Duncan.  (2005) .  The Bus Ride that Changed History: The Story of Rosa Parks.  Houghton Mifflin.  $12.48 available at amazon.com. ISBN  978-0618449118

Frank, Marjorie.  (1997). Grammar and Usage: Grades 6-8 : Inventive Exercises to Sharpen Skills and Raise Achievement.  Incentive Publications.  $8.95 available at amazon.com.  ISBN- 978-0865303621
Frank, Marjorie.  (2000). The Basic/Not Boring Middle Grades Language Arts Book Grades 6-8+: Inventive Exercises to Sharpen Skills and Raise Achievement.  Incentive Publication.  $ 16.29 available at amazon.com.  ISBN- 978-0865304581
Frank, Marjorie.  (1993). Writing: Language Skill: Grades 6-8+ (Basic, Not Boring 6 to 8).   Incentive Publication.  $8.95 available at amazon.com.  ISBN 978-0865303652
Jacobson, Sid.  (2010). Anne Frank: The Anne Frank House Authorized Graphic Biography.  Hill and Wang.  $11.53 available at amazon.com.  ISBN 978-0809026852
Kemper, Dave, Meyer, Verne, Sebranek, Patrick (1992). Writers Inc: A Guide to Writing, Thinking, and Learning.  Houghton Mifflin.  $65.95 available at amazon.com.  ISBN 978-0669385595

Learning Express Editors.  (2009). 8th Grade Reading Comprehension and Writing Skills Test.  $10.17 Learning Express Editors.  available at amazon.com.  ISBN 978-1576857113
Ledbetter, Mary Ellen   (2010). The Writing Teacher's Activity-a-Day: 180 Reproducible Prompts and Quick-Writes for the Secondary Classroom.  Jossey Bass.  $19.95 available at www.wiley.com.   ISBN  978-0-470-46132-7
Manos, Keith T.  (1998). Writing Smarter: Over 100 Step-By-Step Lessons With Reproducible Activity Sheets To Build Writing Proficiency in Grades 7-12.  Jossey Bass.   $32.95 available at www.wiley.com.  ISBN 978-0-7879-6739-0
McCarthy, Tara.  (2009). 100 Writing Lessons: Narrative Descriptive Expository Persuasive: Ready-to-Use Lessons to Help Students Become Strong Writers and Succeed on the Tests.  Scholastic Teaching Resources.  $16.66 available at amazon.com.  ISBN- 978-0545110020
Metsellar, Menno.  (2009).  Anne Frank: Her life in words and pictures from the archives of The Anne Frank House.  Scholastic.  $10.39 available at amazon.com.  ISBN 978-1596435476
Spectrum.  (2002). Writing (Spectrum).  Spectrum. $9.95 available at amazon.com.  ISBN 978-0769652887
*Walker, Barbara J.  (2007). Diagnostic Teaching of Reading: Techniques for Instruction and Assessment.  Prentice Hall.  $58.18 available at amazon.com.  ISBN 978-0131995864
Zullo, Allan.  (2005). Survivors: True Stories of Children in the Holocaust.  Scholastic.   $4.99 available at Scholastic.com and amazon.com.  ISBN 978-0439669962
CD-Rom/Software/DVDs
Black History: A Retrospective.   (2010).  Mill Creek Entertainment.  $4.99 available at amazon.com.  DVD.
Hidden in Silence. (2010). Echo Bridge Home Entertainment.  $6.99 available at amazon.com.  DVD.

Middle School Advantage 2010  (Windows Vista / XP, Mac OS X).  (2009). Encore.  $7.36 available at amazon.com. 
*Speedstudy Middle School Language Arts Three Pack

 (Windows 98).  (CD-ROM).  Selectsoft Publishing.  $28.97 available at amazon.com.

State Standards 8th Grade (Windows XP).  
9CD ROM).  TOPICS Entertainment. $9.17 available at amazon.com.
Underground Railroad.  (2003).  A&E Homevideo.  $19.99 available at amazon.com.
*Materials for special needs students.







